
 
 

Breaking into Freelance Writing 
 

Saturday, October 30, 2010 
1:00 - 3:00 pm 

 
Student Publications Building 

420 Maynard Street 
Ann Arbor, Michigan 48109 

 
Facilitator: Anna Clark 

 
Your voice matters. You have stories to tell. This workshop is designed for people who want to 
participate in the public conversation by contributing to print and online publications. We will 
discuss how to generate and develop excellent article ideas, what it takes to get editors to 
respond to you, and whether or not you should write for free. We'll also discuss what happens 
after you get the nod from a publication, with an overview of the nitty-gritty: deadlines, money, 
contracts, and, of course, what it takes to actually write a great article that makes editors want to 
work with you again.  
 
Workshop will be interactive. Whether or not you arrive with any clear idea of what you want to 
write about, you will leave with several article queries that are exciting to you and ready to 
submit to editors. You'll also leave with a lot of resources to tap into as you navigate the dynamic 
freelance world. Please bring writing materials and a copy or two of a publication that you'd like 
to write for someday.  
 
Additional One-on-One Mentoring 
Before and after the core workshop, twenty-minute one-on-one focused conversations with the 
facilitator are available for anyone who wishes to sign up. This is a chance to speak more directly 



to the participant's experience, intentions, and goals, and to offer more directed mentoring. 
Workshop participants may sign up for this to go deeper with their work; non-participants in the 
workshop may find this one-on-one opportunity better meets their needs. If participants wish, 
they may purchase multiple time slots for an extended individualized conversation. Mentoring 
sessions need not be held in person; phone and Skype opportunities are also available for 
those who aren’t local. 
 
About the Facilitator 
Anna Clark's writing has appeared in The American Prospect, Salon, 
The Nation, UTNE Reader, AlterNet, Writers' Journal, Hobart, Bitch 
Magazine, Religion Dispatches, Women's eNews, ColorLines, RH 
Reality Check, The Millions, and make/shift, among other publications. 
Anna edits the literary and social justice website, Isak 
(www.isak.typepad.com), and she contributes video book reviews to The 
Collagist. She is a 2010 Fellow of the Peter Jennings Center for 
Journalists and the Constitution. Anna has worked as a writer-in-
residence in Detroit public schools with the InsideOut Literary Arts 
Project, and in prisons and juvenile detention centers with the Prison Creative Arts Project 
 
Anna has been awarded a Fulbright fellowship in writing and will be headed to Kenya in 2011. 
There, in addition to working on her own writing, she will lead writing workshops through the 
University of Nairobi Department of Literature, Kwani Trust, and The Imagine Company. Anna 
is a graduate of the University of Michigan's Residential College, and is an alum of The 
Michigan Daily's administration beat. She also graduated from Warren Wilson College's MFA 
Program for Writers. Anna lives in Detroit, Michigan. 
 
Registration 
The workshop is open to anyone who wants to enroll. Ideally, the workshop has 17-20 
participants. Mentoring appointments are also available to anyone who wants to enroll--whether 
or not they participate in the workshop. Registration for the two-hour workshop is $40. 
Mentoring sessions are $15 apiece; if participants wish, they may purchase multiple time slots 
for an extended individualized conversation. Payment is accepted via debit and credit card, 
PayPal, and personal check. Refunds are only available in the event that the facilitator or the host 
(the Office of Student Publications) cancels the workshop or mentoring session. 
 
Online registration is available here (http://isak.typepad.com/isak/annarbor-wkshp.html). For payment by 
check, please make the check out to Anna Clark and mail it to the following address: 295 East 
Ferry Street, Apt. 7; Detroit, MI, 48202. Checks must be received on or before Wednesday, 
October 27. Online payments must be received by Friday, October 29. 
 
Important: For those registering for a one-on-one mentoring appointment, please email the 
facilitator at annaleighclark@gmail.com immediately after submitting payment. In your email, 
please list at least four twenty-minute time slots on Saturday, October 30 when you are available 
for your appointment(s). Know that no appointments are available between 12:30 and 3:30 pm. 


